
Bonding Through Diversity, Lee Acres Church of Christ                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Dr. Carlus Gupton, January 2016 
 

1  

Growing in Grace and Knowledge 
 

1. Common observations among some when faced with new information.  

 

 A. “I have been a member of the church for many years, and I have never heard   

  anything like this before.” 

 B. “If all of a sudden I am discovering I was wrong about this, what else might I be  

  wrong about?” 

 

2. Problems that result when we base our security in Christ on doctrinal perfection. 

 

 A.  It robs us of the joy of new discovery.  

  It cannot be joy if we are worried that our failure to understand it already    

  threatens our status with God. Learning becomes not a joy, but a frantic effort to  

  stay a step ahead of God’s disfavor.  

 

 B. It robs us of the motivation for new discovery.  

  Why would I want to know more if growing implies that my not knowing is   

  damnable? 

 

 C. If forces us to narrow our understanding of what constitutes real belief into a   

  manageable set of doctrines, and lends to a defensiveness that those doctrines   

  represent the essential truth by which we must judge ourselves and others.  

 

3. Helpful things to remember: 

 

 A. Our security in Christ is not based on the perfection of our knowledge, but is the  

  basis for our wanting to grow in knowledge. Scripture makes the assumption that  

  secure Christians always have room to grow. 2 Peter 1:3-7 

 

 B. Our faithfulness is measured not by our attainment of knowledge, but by our   

  sincere desire for it. 1 Peter 2:2 

 

 C. God is more pleased when we grow than when we maintain a false sense of   

  sufficiency. Hebrews 5:11-6:3 

 

 D. God wants us to richly experience the inexhaustible supply of new understandings 

  of his grace. 2 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 1:14-19, 3:14-20. 

 

4. Think of it in these ways.. 

 

 A. Like light shining in darkness. 

 

 B. Like cool, fresh water that satisfies deep thirst. 

 

 C. Like warm sunshine that bursts through the clouds.    
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Lee Acres Relational Commitment 
 

1. Allow the characteristics of love from 1 Corinthians 13 to govern our dealings with each other.  

2. Always maintain open-minded communication. 

3. Focus on our faith foundations. 

4. Strive toward principled compromise in areas other than our foundational beliefs. 

5. Maintain the attitude of Christ by “emptying ourselves” into each other’s lives 

6. Let all of our dealings be governed by fervent prayer. 

7. Do not be fearful of individual thinking. 

8. Cooperate with our elders’ decisions and maintain a loyal relationship with our congregation.  

 

Lesson Series for Bonding Through Diversity 
 

January 17 – Growing in Grace and Knowledge 

Our security in Christ is based on his grace, not our perfection. The scriptures encourage  a 

posture of continual growth as we place ourselves under the authority of God’s word. 

 

January 24 – Handling Scripture Responsibly: Solid Foundations 

The scriptures encourage a three-fold foundation of holding firmly to core teachings, living a holy 

life, and practicing loving relationships.  

 

January 31 – Handling Scripture Responsibly: Love First 

When Jesus was asked to give the interpretive keys for “all the law and the prophets,” he said, 

“Love God…Love your neighbor.” These are still the interpretive keys for God’s will, and have 

implications for understanding the faith and practice of the church. 

 

February 7 – Handling Scripture Responsibly: Keeping Issues In Perspective 

Our growth in the faith often involves questions on challenging issues. As we seek divine 

guidance on these matters, we must strive to interpret scripture faithfully, affirm clear teachings, 

and show forbearance on complex applications. 

 

February 14 – Handling Issues Constructively: When Decisions Have to be Made 
The experience of the early church in the Jerusalem Conference (Acts 15) reveals the challenges 

of making decisions about complex matters, the importance of understanding and appreciating our 

differences, and the place of decision-making in our ongoing growth as God’s people. 

 

February 21 – Handling Our Differences Constructively: The Example of Jesus 
Jesus presents the best way for Christians to relate to each other when they disagree. We must 

follow his example to “look not only to our own interests, but also the interests of others” (Phil. 

2:4), and put ourselves in the each other’s world, just as Jesus placed himself in ours (Phil. 2:5ff).  

 

February 28 – Handling Our Differences Constructively: When Loved Ones Disagree 
People hold to cherished beliefs with great passion. Also, religious convictions are among the few 

realities that cause people to separate from each other, even long-time friends and family. This is 

especially difficult when children differ from convictions handed down to them by loving parents. 

These relationships require sensitivity and care. There are biblical examples to help with this.  

 

March 6 – Handling Our Differences Constructively: When Other Believers Criticize and Label 

It is difficult to respond to brothers and sisters in Christ who misread our intentions and 

misunderstand our convictions. We must do all we can to practice the biblical principles of grace 

and civility. 

 

March 13 – Bonding Through Diversity: Conclusions and Applications 

A summary of the teachings from this series, with a view toward application.  


